











The bilateral exchange rate, in contrast, has
remained comparatively stable throughout the
review period. In March 2026, the rate stood at
BDT 122.62 per US Dollar, a marginal increase
from BDT 122.30 in February 2026. The bilateral
rate has moved within a narrow band of
approximately BDT 122.04 to BDT 122.62
across the entire six-month period, indicating
relative stability in the direct USD-BDT
exchange rate.

Trade-Weighted Exchange Rate Indicators
Show Signs of Stabilisation in March 2026

The Nominal Effective Exchange Rate (NEER)
and Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) of
the Bangladesh Taka have generally exhibited a
declining trend between October 2025 and
February 2026, before a partial recovery was
observed in March 2026.

In March 2026, the NEER rose to 88.99 from
88.44 in February 2026, reflecting a modest
appreciation of approximately 0.62% on a
month-on-month basis (Figure 16). This
reverses the declining trend observed over the
preceding four months.
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The REER similarly rebounded in March 2026,
rising to 102.78 from 101.35 in February 2026.
February 2026 had recorded the lowest REER
of the entire review period.

General Economics Division (GED) Holds First
Advisory Committee Meeting to Formulate
New Economic Strategy Framework

The first meeting of the Advisory Council for the
Five-Year Strategic Framework (2026-2030)
was held at the Planning Commission. The
meeting was chaired by Professor Wahiduddin
Mahmud, former Adviser to the Ministry of
Planning.

Dr. Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, Adviser to the

([F K Bighbte Pribn§V Minister and Mr. Mohammad
%'7 8Jonayed Abdur Rahim Saki, State Minister for

Planning, attended the meeting as special
guests. GED Member (Secretary) Dr. Monzur
Hossain delivered a presentation outlining the
rationale for a new, time-bound and
results-based economic framework.
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The Advisory Council, comprising eminent
economists and private sector representatives,
provided valuable suggestions and feedback to
the General Economics Division (GED) on the
forthcoming national economic strategy. Among
others, Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya, Prof.
Mahbubullah, Prof. Mustafizur Rahman,
Dr. Zaidi Sattar, Prof. ATM Nurul Amin, Dr. A.K.
Enamul Haque, Dr. SM Abdul Awal, Dr. Selim
Raihan, Dr. Rushidan Islam Rahman, Prof.
Baqui Khalili, Prof. Batkat-e-Khoda, Mr. Syed
Nasim Manzur (BGMEA President), and Ms.
Rasheda K. Chowdhury were present. A press
briefing was held following the meeting.

GED Member (Secretary) Leads Bangladesh
Delegation to SAARC Meeting, Calls for
Revitalized and Action-Oriented Regional
Cooperation

The Second Meeting of the SAARC Inter-
Governmental Expert Group on Poverty
Alleviation, convened to finalize the First
SAARC Development Report (SDR 2025:
Shaping the Future Together for a Resilient
SAARC), was held in Malé, Maldives on 22-23
April 2026. The Bangladesh delegation was led
by the Member (Secretary) of the General
Economics Division (GED) Dr. Monzur Hossain.
In his intervention, he emphasized the need to
revitalize SAARC as a more active, effective,
and outcome-oriented platform for regional
cooperation.
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Other members of the delegation included S.M.
Mahbubul Alam, Director General (SAARC &
BIMSTEC), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and
Tanvir Bashar, Deputy Chief, General
Economics Division.

Bangladesh’s vision of  strengthened
collaboration was highlighted among member
states to address shared development
challenges, enhance resilience to economic
and climate vulnerabilities, and promote
inclusive and sustainable growth. The meeting
brought together senior officials from SAARC
countries, who shared national priorities and
contributed to shaping a collective regional
framework for poverty alleviation and long-term

development.
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